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òFriends for Fun, Safety and Knowledgeó 

October, 2012 

Next Meeting: October 20,2012  

Crystal Creek Café  

22620 Bothell - Everett Hwy.  

Bothell, WA.  98021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here it is October.  The Oyster Run has come and gone and our annual Chapter E Whistler trip 
is behind us.  Fall is officially here.  The cool mornings and low afternoon sun is a true 
indication that summer is winding down, although you wouldnôt know it by our fabulous 
weather.  Be sure to take advantage of it.  Get out and ride as often as you can, because it is 
inevitable that the rains will soon be upon us.  When the weather finally does close in on us, 
donôt be discouraged.  The next few months bring lots of fun opportunities to get out and have 
some fun with all your GWRRA friends albeit without the bikes. 

 

In October we have the ñFall Colorsò ride and our breakfast meeting on the 20th.  On the 25
th
 

we have our first official winter dinner social at the Olive Garden in Totem Lake, where Scott 
and Karla will announce the winners and hand out prize money for this yearôs ñWashington 
Post Office Tourò.  Then on October 27

th
 the Bousmanô will host our annual Halloween party at 

their beautiful new home.  All that and itôs just October!   

 

Who said that things slow down in the winter months?  November brings the ñDistrict 

Leadership Conferenceò on the 3
rd
.  This workshop is designed to help chapter officers and 

staffs sharpen their skills and to help prepare any member interested in taking a position in the 

future.  All members are welcome to attend and I would like to see all chapter E staff attend this 

workshop.  The chapter will pay for your registration.   We also have a dinner social scheduled 

on the 15th (location to be announced in the ñEagle Eyeò and our November breakfast meeting 

is on the 17
th
 followed by our ñRide calendarò planning meeting for the upcoming year.  Patty 

and I are also trying to pick a date in November, for a chapter staff meeting, to map out the 

direction for chapter E in 2013.  We will eventually be asking you for some input for this 

meeting. 
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I heard this week that Christmas is less than 90 days away.  Wow did that surprise me.  

I guess we need to start planning our chapter Christmas party.  We will talk about it at 

the next meeting.  Also, mark your calendars for December 8th.  We will be putting a trip 

together to attend the Montesano ñFestival of Lightsò parade.  Chapter ñDò always par-

ticipates in this event with a group of decorated bikes and several other chapters always 

join them.  There will be more information out on this as it becomes available.  Last, I 

just want to touch on the ñDinner and Movie Date Nightò last weekend.  It was a success 

and a lot of fun, so we plan to do it a couple more times this winter, but Jimm Burk had 

a great idea to change it up a bit.  There is a theater in Mountlake Terrace called 

ñCinnebarò where they have table seating for the movie and you can order dinner and a 

beer, or wine and eat while youôre watching the movie.  The movie ticket prices are the 

same as a regular theater and the dinners (appetizers, salads, sandwiches, burgers, 

etc) are priced competitively.  I think weôll give it a try.  Watch the ñEagle Eyeò for dates. 

 

 

Bob and Patty  
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Karen Roberson        10  

Don Hopkins   13 

Jimm Burke                15 

Jim Pelican                 25   

Kathy Johnson           31 

Bob & Patty Spencer             4 

Doug & Sandy Newbury        6 

John & Barb Smith               22 

Russell & LeeAnn Greaby   31 

October Birthdays  October Anniversaries  

If we have missed any announcement, birthday or anniversary 

please email Leah Gray or Bob & Patty Spencer with dates, 

names and information.  If you have pictures and/or stories, 

please attach them to your email.  

©Cares & Concerns:   Please remember to inform Leah Gray of 

any cares or concerns  you may have or if you are aware of 

other members in need of support.   If someone is ill or 

incapacitated    or simply is  in need of a friendly hug or support, 

please let us know.   We really do want to know if you are OK or 

in need of anything.   

        Bob & Patty Spencer  -   bspswae@frontier.com   

         Leah Gray  -  lsfvr57@aol.com                

  

 

é..And a special birthday wish to Mike 

Keefe, the only person that we know 

who has two birthdays in one year.  

Here you see Mike celebrating with 

his twin brother Bob  

mailto:bspswae@frontier.com
mailto:lsfvr57@aol.com
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LEHMAN TRIKES PURCHASED BY CHAMPION TRIKES  

 

Hereôs some good news for those riders who own a Lehman trike:  They were purchased by 
Champion Trikes in late June and operations have resumed at the Lehman plant in 
Spearfish, SD located just west of Sturgis.  The initial focus following the acquisition was to 
fulfill a backlog of parts orders for current Lehman customers and then move into resuming 
full trike kit production.   Many of you may know that Lehman Trikes had been up for sale 
since last year and had shuttered operations for a period of time when a previous investor 
declined to go though with acquiring the companyðthis being coupled with the unfortunate 
death of the companyôs founder, John Lehman in January 

 

The new combined company will become the largest manufacturer of trike conversion kits for 
Honda Goldwing, Harley-Davidson, Victory, Suzuki, and Kawasaki bikes.  The South Dakota 
facility will be the center of trike kit production for Champion while their California facility will 
concentrate on producing sidecar kits.  Full  manufacturing operations resumed at the 
Spearfish operation in  early September.   This is really good news for the industry with the 
present challenging economic conditions.   

     wƻƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                

 

              

   

 

 

 

 

PREMATURE EVACUATION  

The latest recipient of the Eagle Oops award is Ron 

Johnson.  It seems that Ron was a little too anxious to 

get off the ferry when riding back from the recent 

Forks ride.   As you know, bikes are the first to come 

off the ferry buté.youõre supposed to wait for the ferry 

crew to give the O.K. to disembark.   However maybe 

Ron had visions of getting home ASAP and was on the 

throttle before the O.K. was given and prematurely 

departed the ship.  Good thing he couldnõt hear the 

yelling of the ferry crew as he blasted off into the 

sunset in a cloud of dust.   

THE EAGLE OOPS AWARD 

Captain Ron and Violet Urquhart have started a 

business to provide embroidery for the chapter 

shirts.  If you are interested in getting that done, 

please bring the article of clothing that you want 

the work done on to a chapter meeting and 

provide that to them.   You can contact them by 

email (highlandembroidery@gmail.com) for 

pricing and availability or call 425 -512 -9498  
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Can I Get There from There?  

Rider Education by Mike Briggs  

 

As many of you know, I really enjoy what is known as LD riding (long distance).  That and my past record of 

not getting the Wing Washington Photo Tour completed, compelled me to plan a ride to try and complete the 

last 15 checkpoints last weekend.  I planned and figured and adjusted and finally decided that, yes, I could 

make this work.   

This ride was actually scheduled for the middle of July with a backpacking trip for last weekend but as you 

know, the weather has not been cooperating so I flip flopped the weekendõs activities at the last minute 

(Friday night, madly pulling things out of the backpack and loading the bike).  So, itõs an early morning leave 

and on to Eastern Washington for a long, fun day of riding, checkpoints and eventually, camping somewhere in 

Northeastern Washington.  The day started well with the first checkpoint north of Leavenworth bagged at 

7:45 AM  

.  

 I was thinking, not bad, this will go well.  Fast forward to Republic and thatõs where I started to waver, I 

knew that I was not far from the chapter in Grand Coulee and I certainly wanted to head south to see 

everyone, but I kept saying to myself, òstick to the plan, stick to the planó!  So I continued eastward towards 

Kettle Falls.  

 

I reached Kettle Falls and turned south towards a place called Fruitland.  Once I took my picture at 

Fruitland, I had to make a choice,  
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I thought about fuel management, the time of day, the miles, how tired I was and where I might find a 

place to camp. When you stop and think about it and where I was at the time, that is a lot to consider and I 

was burning daylight.  I separated out all of these things and answered them one at a time.  I wasnõt partic-

ular ly t ir ed but  I  was 500 miles int o my day and my decision making wasnõt  going t o be as shar p as it  was 

earlier in the day.  While there was still plenty of daylight, I knew that I would burn up an hour setting up 

camp and the time to get there.  Speaking of there, I knew of a DNR campground outside of Colville that I 

had camped at in 1984.  I didnõt know if it was still there, or if I could even find it, but that made the most 

sense instead of pushing further for the day.  Last was fuel management.  I had a fair amount of fuel but I 

had fuelled in Omak and I had 175 miles or so on this tank.  I figured how far it was to Colville and decided 

that a òspirited rideó was not the best style for this leg of the trip.  In addition, I had already sighted 

many deer and a large bear crossing the road in front of me.   

Off I went, headed north toward Colville.  Funny thing, I never got a fuel light so there was never a con-

cern.  After I fueled, I headed in the direction that I thought the campground was.  I pretty much rode 

right to it and it was still there and free!  Wow, it is still a nice little place.  The campground host was very 

nice and even delivered some firewood, and kindling, again, all free!  Granted, this is a fairly primitive 

campground, no showers, pretty decent pit toilets and running water, but for me riding solo, it was perfect.  

                                                             

I cooked up a little dinner had an adult beverage, ok, I had two adult beveragesé. and sat in my Kermit 

chair taking in the day and the wonderful campfire.  It had been a pretty great day!  

 

The next morning, I woke up at around 5:00 AM and started to think about making some coffee when I 

heard a rumbleé  The sky through the trees was pretty dark and I shifted into high speed packing every-

thing up and preparing the bike in about 35 minutes.  I was putting my overpants on when it started to rain.  

No worries, I was warm and dry on the inside so off I rode towards Ione, WA for the first checkpoint of 

the day.  I ended up splitting the storms and getting to Ione pretty much dry.   
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Off I headed for Spokane and warmer, dryer weather.  Well that was not to be as I hit a pretty 

strong squall.  I was almost to the small town of Usk when the skies opened up and the rain was as 

hard as anything that I have experienced in 40 years of motorcycle riding.  As luck would have it 

there was a recently completed building to the right with an overhang so I rode right under the 

cover and took a break.  For about 15 minutes it rained very hard and I decided that I had made a 

great decision to stop and wait this out.  Finally, the sky lightened and the rain slowed down.  Off I 

went headed south again.  After picking up a checkpoint in Spokane  

 

The weather got much better and warmer as I headed across the basin to the small town of Wilbur  

 

Finally I got to Quincy and I made a decision, I would skip the last two checkpoints of the day and 

head directly home.  
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It was quite warm and I was getting pretty tired.  I had picked up 13 checkpoints and seen 

some great country in our own state.  But it was time to get home, it was time.  

 

So while I have enjoyed sharing with you about my ride, what does this have to do with Rider 

Education, you ask.  Oh yea, I forgot to tell you, I told Bob Spencer that I would like to write a 

rider education article while the chapter is in transition from John to Bob.  

So here is the tie in.  Even though I had planned pretty well, many other factors enter into the 

ride.  I had the proper riding gear so I was warm and dry in the rain, I was cool when it got to 

the mid 80õs and while I rode quite a distance, I òrode my rideó and was willing to make adjust-

ments to the ride.  I knew that it was getting pretty late in the day on Saturday and animals 

would soon be more numerous, I made a decision to pull over when the weather was so bad that 

I couldnõt see well and I took the time to change out my riding gear when it got warm so that I 

would have been uncomfortable in my heavy jacket.  I also made the decision to not complete 

the last two checkpoints of the day because I was getting tired and was ready to head for 

home.  The biggest factor of this ride was that I was by myself.   This really affected my deci-

sion making.  Just one more thing to think about.  

Every ride you take is based on decisions, how to manage your risk as you ride.  While the trip 

I took that weekend isnõt for everyone, I was constantly managing my risk. Managing risk is not 

one action; itõs a continuous thought process. 

 

So as you ride, even if itõs a short ride to the store or up to the motorcycle shop, consider all 

risk factors so you will make good decisions and enjoy the ride!  

Editor note:    Mike Briggs will be installed as our new Chapter E 

Educator by district and region educators   at our upcoming 

Chapter meeting on October 20th.  We hope that all members can 

attend the meeting to welcome Mike to our chapter staff.   
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POST OFFICE TOUR UPDATE  

As summer is all too quickly coming to an end so is our Post Office 
Tour. Final submissions are due October 20

th
 at the Chapter Meeting. Emails will NOT be 

accepted.  Please refer back to the newsletter for the official rules and cash prizes.  I donôt 
know about you but I have seen the heart of Washington State by visiting many of the 608 
post offices with as many stories to share about the ride along the way.   Winners will be 
announced at the October Dinner Social on Oct. 25th at the Totem Lake Olive Garden. 

 

Ride safe and Ride far!  

Karla Edwards  

 

Short Takes  

Hereõs a new product that allows a rider to interface the audio from a mounted GPS 

to a GL1500 or GL1800 Goldwing intercom so that GPS spoken instructions  

(including GPS audio from a smart phone) can be heard in the helmet headset.  It 

includes a ground loop isolator so that hum or alternator noise is cancelled out.  This 

is for  Goldwings without the built - in Navigation.   It also works with Laser/Radar 

detector audio output.  The GPS audio will not be heard in the speakers, only via the 

headset intercom.   The benefit is that the rider can depend on listening to turn -by-

turn spoken instructions and not depend on looking at the GPS screen as much. This 

device can be found for approximately $60 at Cyclemax.com or GoldwingDocs.com.   
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Chapter òEó Date Night ð What a concept  
By: Bill Estes  

 
A good time was had by allé Saturday, September 29, 2012 Chapter E members had 

a movie and a dinner date afternoon/night get -together. The afternoon started off 

meeting at the Alderwood Cinemas and watching a nice movie, òAbout the Curveó. 

Afterwards, we all went to the Alderwood Mall Food Court and had dinner as a 

group. We all had fun and enjoyed each others company and the meal of your choice. 

We ended the evening on a good note and are looking forward to getting together 

again at the Chapter E Annual Halloween Party being held at the Bousmanõs. Next 

time we have another date afternoon/night get -together lets see how many more 

members we can have join us. See you all soon.  
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  Chapter E 2012 Halloween Party  
October 27th  

 

¶ The costume theme for this year will be a pajama party ñwear your most 

outrageous pajamaõs to this yearõs partyñand of course traditional Halloween 

costumes are also welcomeñor even if you donõt dress up, you are still very 

welcome.   
 

¶ This yearõs party will held at the Bousman homeñ  22727 165th Avenue SE, 

Monroe, WA 98272 located  off of High Bridge Road between Duvall and 

Monroe on Saturday, October 27th at 6:00 PM  
 

¶ Please bring a potluck dish -  Salad, snacks, or desert.  The Main course will be 

provided by the Bousmanõs 
 

¶ Final details and driving directions will be sent out in an email prior to the party  

INDUSTRY NEWS FROM  

EVERETT POWERSPORTS  

Recently announced by American Honda are the 2013 
Gold Wings.  It appears they will not be mechanically 
different from the 2010 Gold wing  but with two new 
colors, to put a little frosting on the cake. 
  
If you haven't seen the limited production CB 1800 RR 
which is in Cedricôs shop, it will likely be showing up the 
Seattle Motorcycle Show this year. 
  
We hope to see some of us at the Wing Washington 
Banquet at the Bellevue VFW on Oct 13 at 4 P.M 
 

Coffee pot is always one,  

Ride safe !  
 

Mike     
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Labor Day Camping, Hartõs Pass and Slate Peak 
By:  Karla Edwards  

Over Labor Day Scott and I rode some dirt in the Methow Valley which is generally centered near 

Winthrop about a 100 miles north of Wenatchee.  Hartõs pass is the highest drivable point in 

Washington.  The road was built in 1893 leading to silver and gold mines and is a very narrow 

winding road hanging over cliffs of breathtaking views.  The road interfaces with the Pacific Crest 

Trail along the 20+ miles up to the top where the road then comes to an end and there is a short ¼ 

mile steep hike to reach the fire lookout atop 7440 ft. Slate Peak where you will find expansive 

breathtaking views!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture at the end of the road on Slate Peak  
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The Methow Valley is located in the area near Winthrop and Twisp  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pine Near Campground where we stayed two nights.  This is the perfect location  

just a few blocks from the main street in Winthrop.  
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Looks like an old fire engine to me!  Shafer Museum in Winthrop, definitely worth 

spending some time looking around . 

The long road up to the top of Slate Peak: 20+ miles  The road then comes to an end and there is a short 
¼ mile steep hike to reach the fire lookout atop 

7440 ft. Slate Peak where you will find expansive 
breathtaking views!  
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Breathtaking views at the top and as you see be-

low the dirt road that will get you here!  

This summit was originally 40õ higher however the Air 

Force blasted the summit to create a radar station un-

fortunately the project was declared obsolete before 

completion and what remains is a huge flat summit now 

with a fire lookout structure built in 1956.  

This is a drivable road to most vehicles but be prepared for road washouts, landslides, 

narrow road with soft shoulders and plenty of patience. You will be rewarded at the end 

should you make the journey.  
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WEIRD VEHICLES FROM THE PAST  
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WHISTLER 2012 WEEKEND RIDE  

By:  Gordon Bousman  

The Chapter E 2012 Whistler Ride was a real success by anyoneõs standards including the fact that 

the weather was just about perfect with pleasant daytime temperatures and clear sunny skies.  

This trip was a new experience for this author and I thoroughly enjoyed myself as I joined my wife 

Kathy as we rode our two GL1800 trikes for a memorable long weekend trip to Whistler, B.C.   

Kathy and I joined up with the main group ride early on Friday morning at the usual Starbucks 

meeting point in Bothell.   The ride was led by Dave Chavez with Bill and Caryl Estes acting as the 

tail -gunners along with Sheila Chavez and LanaJo Peck in the chase car as we went up I -5 to Bel-

lingham where we picked up highway 529 to cross the Canadian border at Lynden, WA.   We picked 

up the Trans -Canada Highway #1 soon after entering Canada and proceeded towards Vancouver.  

Traffic was a bit hectic with some stop -and-go backups due to road and bridge construction in the 

greater Vancouver area however once we cleared Vancouver, the ride became enjoyable again.   I 

was without an operating CB on my bike so I quickly learned to maintain vigilance in my mirrors for 

group lane changes and managed to not screw anything up for the group.   

The group stopped for nice lunch at the Trolls restaurant in Horseshoe Bay where we had views of 

the bay and the ferry boats arriving and departing for Vancouver Island ð an absolutely beautiful 

setting with the high hills on the sides of the bay nicely framing the water view.   
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Following our lunch break, we started off on the final leg of our ride up to Whistler.  The views 

and the ride were spectacular as we rode the Sea -to -Sky highway northbound with views of the 

bay on our left side.  The twisties were numerous and added more enjoyment to the ride.   We 

arrived at Whistler mid -afternoon and after putting the bikes away, we took a bit of downtime to 

rest and then began exploring the many shops and venues.   We made some contributions to the 

local economy as we acquired some touristy shirts, hoodies, and jackets.   Later, Kathy and I 

enjoyed a very enjoyable dinner with Leah and David sitting at an outside table on a very pleasant 

evening as we also enjoyed people watching in what was a fairly busy weekend.  I noted that many 

locals seem to enjoy bringing their dogs out for a walk in the Whistler complex.   

Saturday morning began with a delicious breakfast again sitting at an outside restaurant table 

while enjoyed the start of another sunny day.  Later we did some more shops exploring with some 

of the Chapter E members followed by watching the Mountain bike weekend event get underway.  

The mountain bikers were practicing for their weekend contest which had about $10,000 in 

prizes.  It was interesting to watch them travel up on the mountain side putting their bikes in one 

chair lift and then jumping on the following chairlift.  Others were seen jamming their mountain 

bikes into one of the gondola cars for the ride up the mountain.   I noted that that an ambulance 

or aid car seemed to be keeping busy  going up and down a mountain dirt road beside the bike 

trails.   
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We later enjoyed a nice lunch with some of the group followed by a bit more exploring and an 

afternoon nap break.  Saturday evening saw the entire Chapter E enjoy a group dinner at Earlõs 

Restaurant where we had awesome evening meal which included celebrating Mike Keefeõs birthday 

(Mike:  Was it really your birthday or are you just into multiple celebrations ?)  Some of the group 

went on to sample some of the night life while a few of us old folks ; -) crashed for the evening.    

The Saturday Evening Chapter -E Dinner crew and a post -dinner group photo  
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Sunday morning brought more sunshine and began for us by joining Ron & Kathy Johnson and 

Karla & Scott Edwards for a ride up Whistler Mountain on the Whistler Village gondola ride.    

This was an enjoyable experience for me to take in the awesome views especially as I looked 

backwards and watched us lift skyward with the Whistler village complex growing smaller below 

us.   The visibility was unlimited and we could see for long distances, views of the absolutely 

beautiful mountain ranges.    We took some downtime at the top of the 6000 foot mountain to 

sit and absorb the views from the outside seating of the mountain top restaurant.  The two 

Kathyõs then took a walk around the mountain top lake (which is used in the wintertime to pro-

vide water for snow making) while I enjoyed a pleasant conversation with Ron Johnson.   Later 

we took the Peak -to -Peak ride to Blackcomb Mountain.  The ride takes 11 minutes and is nearly 3 

miles in length.  The 28 gondola cars are spacious and several cars include glass bottom windows 

which allow views down into the 1400 foot valley between the two mountain tops.    Returning 

back to the starting point, we enjoyed a nice lunch sitting outside at the mountain top restau-

rant with Ron & Kathy Johnson before starting the trip back down to Whistler Village below.  

 
 


